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The Department of the Environment's enquiry into the 
National Front's use cf a warehouse in Great Eastern 
Street, Shoreditch, as their headquarters begins on 
Tuesday 4th December. Hackney Council has served a 
notice on the Front which requires them to stop using 
the building - which they call "Excalibur House" - 

as offices and as their headquarters. 


Two weeks before the enquiry opened, with massive 
public demonstrations planned for the evening before 
ending with an all-night vigil, DoE officials tried 
to persuade Hackney Council to agree to the adjourn- 
ment that the Front had asked for. The Council wrote 
to the DoE saying why they could not agree. Then the 
DoE wrote back saying that the enquiry was to be 
postponed. Only quick protests from Council leaders 
persuaded the DoE to change their minds again. 


The Council is nqgf the cnly 
body which is asking for the 
Front to be refused permiss- 
jon to use Excalibur House. 
Hackney Trades Council, 
Hackney Commmity Link-Up, 
Hackney Council for Racial 
Equality and the Shoreditch 
Traders Association will 
also be represented. All 
these bodies are expected 
to argue the social, polit- 
ical and racial consequences 
for the area would be dis- 
astrous if the Front are 
allowed to organise openly 
in the area. 

This is all so true. The 
last two years have seen a 
definite increase in racist 
attacks throughout the East 
End, and several murders. 
The frequent clashes in 
Brick Lane in the summer of 
1978 - just half a mile 
from Great Eastern Street - 
are the subject of a new 
book published at the end 
of November by Tower 
Hamlets Trades Council. 
(This will be reviewed in 
the next issue of HPP.) 


RUMOUR 


Internal information fram 
the NF continues to seep cut 
to the rest of the world. 
The anti-fascist magazine 
"Searchlight" reports that 
there is a rumour that part 
of Excalibur House will be 
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leased to the even more 
violent and fascist British 
Movement. This remains 
to be shown to be a rumour 
or a horrifying fact. There 
has always been thought to 
be no love lost between the 
"reasonable, respectable 
democrats" of the NF, who 
see themselves as a normal 
pelitical party, and the 
psychopathic thugs of the 
BM. If the two groups were 
to join up in the sae 
building the possibilities 
would be very nasty indeed. 
So it becomes imperative 
that the Council win its 
fight to have planning 





permission refused. They 
say that they feel that they 
have a strong case, which 
could mean anything in law- 
yers' language. The DoE 
inspector will then go away 
and think about the case, 
and the Council will be 
told the Minister, Michael 
Heseltine's decisian, in a 
month or two's time. It is 
possible that the matter 
could then be taken to the 
courts to solve, if either 
party feels that the DoE 
has incorrectly interpreted 
the law. 

Whatever happens, this 
month will just be the 
first round in a number 
of legal battles between 
Hackney Council and the 
Front. There will be another 
planning enquiry in the New 
Year when the matter of the 
Front using the ground floor 
as a printing works will 
also be resolved. There is 
also an applicatim in hand 
to run part of Excalibur 
House as a club, and that is 
being contested by Hackney 
through the licensing court. 
Martin Webster was reported 
as saying that he was not 
surprised by Hackney's 
action as the Council was mm 
by “commmists". He may not 
say the same to the DoE. 
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WHAT'S LEFT FOR 


HACKNEY ? 


g conference details... 


& what really happened... 








KEN WORPOLE 


® trips down Memory Lane 
and looks back over the 
Seventies.... 





BEHIND CLOSED 
DOORS 


@ «0c: INSIDE LEFT, spotter 
of moles and listner at 
keyholes... 


Festive Greetings to y’all 
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month, 
the Latest developments tn the fightback. 


“ better health services now > 


The Hackney Health Campatgn was set 
up earlter this year to fight against 
the Government's proposed cuts in the 
Health Service, and to eampaign for 
a better standard of health eare for 
the peopte of Hackney. We have asked 
them to write regular artieles each 
to keep readers informed of 


DEATH-KNELL 
SOUNDS LOUDER 


The November meeting of the 
City and East London Area 
Health Authority brought no 
definite news of further 
cuts in Hackn ey's Health 
Service, but there were 
clear indications of what was 
to come. The Area is 
£1 million overspent so far 
this year. City and Hack- 
ney's share is £291,000. 
Attempts will be made to 
recoup this money and more. 


ST LEONARDS 


Despite the shrill cries of 
the AHA to the contrary, the 
ending of acute surgery and 
the closure of the 4 surgical 
wards at St Leonard's is al= 
ready proving to be the 
death-knell for St Leonard's 
as we know it. An academic 
debate goes on amongst 
consultants about whether 
acute medical] care can be 
provided without acute 
surgical backup. But 

before the debate is resolved, 
the AHA is raising questions 
about the continued viability 
of orthopaedic surgery, and 
the already reduced walk-in 
casualty service. 


Orthopaedics 

Now that ambulances are direc- 
ted from St Leoanrd's no 
orthopaedic trauma cases (eg 
people with broken legs) are 
admitted. Since the majority 
of people on orthopaedic 
wards are gradually accident 
cases, the number of patients 
on the St Leonard's orthopae- 
dic wards will fall unless a. 
decision is made to bring in 
more patients on the list for 
non-urgent elective surgery 
(eg hip replacements). At 
the AHA meeting, Professor 
Spector (Chairman of City and 
Hackney District Management 
Team) said "The AHA has 
instructed the DMT to save 
money. Therefore it would 

be contrary to instructions 
to fill the vacuum with "cold 
orthopaedics". 

The implication is that fur- 
ther wards could close. Yet 
we know that a major problem 
in Hackney is that few people 
are ever taken off the ortho- 
paedic waiting list. The 
DMT officially has no informa- 
tion m the length of time 
people are waiting for elec- 
tive orthopaedic operations, 
but the consultant ortho- 
paedic surgeon at St Leonard's 
has written to the CHC about 
the length of his list, and 
his difficulty in fitting in 
urgent cases. 


Accident and Emergency Unit 
The AHA is discussing whether 
the A&E Unit should now open 
from Jam-5pm Mondays-F ri days, 
instead of the present Sam- 
8pm, 7 days a week. The 
first-ever District Bulletin 
for St Leonard's staff issued 
on N&vember 9th states that 
"considerable difficulties 


are being experienced in 
maintaining adequate medical 
cover". A possibility now 
being mooted is whether the 
A&E could be run by Hackney 
GPs. 

GPs are independent con- 
tractors employed neither by 
the District nor the Area. 
The financial incentive to do 
sessions in the A&E may be 
attractive to them. But 
many GPs are difficult enough 
to find in their own surgeries 
as it is. 


Community Health Services 
Community Clinics like Family 
Planning, Child Health, and 
Well Women Clinics have 
always been under-doctored. 
The District is now making 
things worse by not filling 
posts with community doctors 
who have to be employed. 
Again, GPs are being encoura- 
ged to mop up the effects of 
the cuts by doing these clinics 
on a sessional basis. Shades 
of lump labour? 


ST MATTHEWS 


The Day Unit at St Matthew's 
Hospital deserves a visit by 
anyone interested in the wel- 
fare of old people. It is 
modern, airy and attractive, 


and caters for a daily average | 


of 37 old people. It is used 
by St Matthew's in-patients, 
out-patients brought in by 
ambulance, and lunch club mem- 
bers who come in on foot from 
the immediate Shoreditch area. 
At the Day Unit they can have 
a hot meal (diabetics are also 


catered for), take a bath, en- | 


jey some company, and know 
that someone is keeping an 

eye on them. It is this kind 
of humane and caring provision 
which helps keep old p ople 
out of hospital beds. 

St Matthew's Hospital is 
currently run by Tower Hamlets 
District, but is to be taken 
over by City and Hackney. 

City and Hackney DMT say 
they haven't the money to keep 
St Matthew's Day Unit open. 
No alternative provision has 
been made for the 11-12 Hack- 
ney old people who use it as 
out-patients or luncheon- 
club members. Geriatric ser- 
vices are supposed to be pri- 
ority services, and not sub- 
ject to cuts. But once more 
Tory Government determination 
to cut public spending has 
been accepted by our local 
health service authorities in 
the face of assive local 
suffering and need. 


Hackney Health Campaign 
meets on the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month at 7.30pm, 
CHC office, 210 Kingsland 
Road, E2. Phone 739 6308 to 
check venue. All welcome. 

If your community group/ 
union branch/tenants ' 
association would like a 
speaker from the campaign, 
contact Lynne Harne, c/o 
CHC, on 739 6308. 


| velvet-nosed Keeper. 





# INSIDE 
Lr 


Qur new ace investigative reporter and political columist, 

INSIDE LEFT, the man with the snap-brim trilby and the Robert 
Redford tan cord suit, has been looking for moles in his first 
assignment for HPP as he explores Hackney Behind Closed Doors. 


In the Town Hall corridors 
there are no Queens, and No 
Royal Collections of Pict- 
ures which might require a 
(There 
is an appalling selection of 


| giant colour photographs of 


all Hackney's mayors - the 
unwhiskered Johnny Kotz of 
15 years ago, dolled up in 
his mayoral robes, stares 
down from the wall. There 7s 


| also an Arts Officer, but 
| that appears to be the limit 


of the borough's artistic 
investments. ) 

I can, however, reveal that 
there is a secret organisa- 
tion inside the Town Hall, 
whose aims are obscure and 
devious. There is a rumour 
that they might be a tightly- 
knit group of politically 
motivated men and women, but 
this is not exactly certain. 
None of them was at Cam- 
bridge in the 1930s, but 
some of them seem to have been 
burrowing away in Mare Street 
since round about then. It 
js thought that there might 
be as many as 59 of them, 
and that they do belong to 
an organisation called the 
"Labour Party”. According to 
the yellow press, a collect- 
ion of newspapers published 
in central London by a bunch 
of food magnates in their 
spare time, this is a body 
now composed entirely of bed- 


| sitter Trotskists and arm- 


| chair revolutionaries, whereas 


in the past it had decent 
people in it like Nye Bevan. 


So-called 


However, it is not clear 
what the people in this so- 
called Labour Party are try- 
ing to do. They apparently 
think that they are running 
the borough council: It is 


} well known that this is not 
| so. Hackney is, of course, 


run by the multi-national 
companies, the CIA-IMF- 
inspired conspiracies of the 
running dogs of American imp- 
erialism and Mrs Thatcher. 
Hackney will only be rescued 
for the interests of its 
people when all the top 500 
companes are nationalised, 
the rates are cut by 50 per 
cent and comrades sell ten 
million copies of the new 


| pamphlet, The Case For jhe 


| Revolutionary Militant 


Workers' Tendency. 
The way in which these 


| puppets perform is an il] lus- 


ion also. There is a myth 
that an institution like a 


| borough council operates as 


a democratic institution and 
is accountable to the people 
who elect it. This 1S not so. 
Aside from the appalling lack 
of interest by people in 


| local politics, so that the 
| actual nail-biting dramas 


are witnessed usually by 
about a dozen outsiders, the 
power does not reside in the 
open council at all. It lies 
first of all in the committee 
system, where most of the im- 


portant decisions are taken, 
and which always include sec- 
ret parts of the agenda. Sec- 
ondly, and most importantly, 
power lies in the authoritar- 
jan nature oO the Labour group. 
Here the “politically motiva- 
ted men and women" (to quote, 
out of context, Harold Wil- 
son) make decisions in com- 
plete secrecy, which then go 
through action replays in the 
open council meeting two 

days later. 


Group 


The group consists of every 


Labour member of the council. 


In addition, two members of 
each of the three Labour 
parties in the borough can 
attend, but cannot vote.-This 
is supposed to be the liaison 
between the Labour politic- 
ians, and the rest of the 
people - or at least the 
people who can be bothered 
to join the Labour party 

- in the world outside. And 


the bitterest rows always 
take place there, ucked 
firmly away from the public. 

Now, what are we to make 
of the Broad Left? This was 
a group of mainly new coun- 
cillors elected in 1978, who 
took office mouthing brave 
words about challenging the 
leadership and leading Hack- 
ney a few steps along the 
path towards the socialist . 
utopia. Once there was a I 
manifesto called, somewhat 
whimsically, “Labour Cares: 
About People and Progress 
in Hackney". All plans of 
putting that manifesto into 
complete effect seem to have 
vanished now, and the Broad 
Left has disintegrated. Once 
they could claim to have may- 
be as many as 24 members, 
yet at their last meeting 
they were down to four! In- 
stead of striving to increase 
support amongst some of the 
non-aligned members, who are 
just as fed up as them with 
the authoritarian leader- 
ship, they seemed to have 
vanished in a puff of little 
squabbles. 

This is the situation down 
among the moles of Mare 
Street. There are many people 
burrowing away, leaving tiny 
mounds oO earth on the sur- 
face. But across the land- 
scape Mrs Thatcher gallops, 
on a mighty steed which will 
not be troubled by any of 
these minor lumps on the 
surface. It will require a 
massive mountain of earth 
thrown up by more than just 
a few little people with vel- 
vet noses. That's where our 
moles should be, digging 
deep and leading the fight. 
Are they there? Is there any- 
one there? 
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Achilles Heel number three 
should be available in your 
bookshop in the next few 
days. It is a Magazine pro- 
duced by a group of men 
who have been involved in 
men's consciousness-raising 
groups and the politics of 
living as men for sare tine, 
a group that has found that 
"men's power in society not 
only oppresses women but also 
imprisons us in a deadening 
masculinity which cripples 
all our relationships". 
Perhaps one of the most 
interesting articles is 
called "Pregnant Fatherhood 
—- Two Years On". Paul, the 
father, takes Corey to the 
park. "I change Corey's 
nappy. Some kids wander by 
and point at me. Fantasies 
go through my head. 'Child 
molester." I am brusquer 
than usual when I wash 
Corey's bum. We pass the 
entrance to the mothers and 
toddlers club. Corey is 
obviously interested. There 
are same more things to do 
re. A sandpit. But the 
ace ig full of mothers 
and children, nattering fan- 
iliarly. I would feel very 
out of place there. If I 
felt sunny and talkative, 
it would be okay. But in ny 
present mood, it would be 
wery difficult." 


ANCIENT TRIBE 


As a result of same of the 
problems of childcare, he 
fantasises about "the ancient 
tribe" and these fantasies 
are brought to birth for 
a while at the Men's Week at 
Laurieston Hall which he 
describes: "In the morning 
after I had got Corey dressed 
IT would go into the bathroom 
to shave. She would waddle 
off on her own around the 
| e, padding along the 

ag corridors. Sometimes I 

't see her again for 
two or three hours after 
that. Some man would pick 
her up if she got lost or 
tired. More than likely, 





Men and 


she'd find the other kids 
who would take care of her 
and bring her into their 
game. Another man would look 
after her. Yet another might | 
take her down to the creche.’ 
Later he writes: “It's 
hard to know how to write 
this piece. I am dipping 
about inside an experience 
that is so powerful and 
having such a deep effect 
on me that I can scarcely 
begin to gain any proper 
perspective on it." 





t 


It's hard for him to 
write this piece, but it's 
also difficult for ne to 
write about it. Although the 
article is generally inter- 
esting and readable, there 
is the odd paragraph which 
I find pretty alienating, 
e.g.: "I think you need to 
be single weighted to be 
with kids a lot. This is a 
notion I have leamed from 
a brief excursion into Tai- 
Chi, where it refers to the 
ability to sink your weight 
into one foot, leaving the 
other free to move where it 
needs to. It's a combinatim 
of groundness and lightness, 
or flexibility." In other 
words, you've got to be ad- 
aptable to be withkKids a lot. 

There are other long 
articles on impressions of 
the Manchester Men's Confer- 
ence, a very personal and 
really interesting article. 
Another personal article is 
about the relations between 
a boy and his teacher, which 
is both intriguing and very 






Kids 


readable, with one climax 
coming at the vist to the 
teacher's home in the better 
Side of town, in West Bridge- 
ford. "We called it ‘bread 
and lard island' because 
people were supposed to be 
so keen to provide a display 
of their status over there 
that they would buy houses 


beyond their means and have 
to live on bread and lard. 
There are two sets of 


extracts, one from an article | 


on James Baldwin, a writer 
who, according to the Achilles 
Heel collective, "being gay 
as well as black, Baldwin 

has lived with an acute 
awareness of sexual and racial 
oppression." The other is 
extracts from a new book as 
yet unfinished about sexual 
relaticnships in the seven- 
ties. 

There is also a too brief 
plug for Rock Against Sexism, 
a list of all the men's groups 
known to Achilles Heel, 
and a selection of small ads. 


LOUSY LAYOUT 


An impressive list of con- 
tents, therefore, but I'm 
very disappointed by the 
presentation of this mater- 
ial. It appears as though it 
might have been designed to 
alienate any casual buyer and 
I'm pleased to see this crit- 
icism echoed by one of the 
letters in the magazine which 
says: "In general, I liked 
it, except for same of the 
layout, which I tend to have 
fairly traditional ideas on." 

The number of columms vary 
from two to four at a variety 
of different angles, same 
handwritten and some expen- 
sively typeset. All in all, 
it is very offputting, par 
ticularly at the high price 
of 50p, but having said that, 
it's really worth reading, 
and I just wish it came out 
twice or four times as often 
than its current three times 
a year. 


POETRY DEBATED 


Dear HPP 


Les Skeates' criticism of 
Hackney Council's Poetry 
Competition and Prize Award 
Evening in the last issue 
of HPP raises a number of 
questions for socialists 
who believe poetry is an 
essential part of meaning- 
ful living. 

He seems to argue from the 
classic Marxist stance that 
all art nust have a political 
message that is acceptable to 
his own political viewpoint 
and the class struggle. 

It is this position that 
leads him to sweep aside the 
competition adjudicator, 
Danny Abse, aS a right-wing 


reactionary and tn condemn 


one of the winning poems for 
its alleged working-class 
bias. However, if you invite 
people to submit poems on 
their own experiences, it 
would i1l-behove a democratic 
socialist council to impose 
a censorship, as Mr Skeates 
suggests, to prevent “a 
betrayal of socialism". 

As for the professional 


Ek 
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letters 


actors whose accents Les 
Skeates deplores: personally, 
I enjoy hearing poetry well 
read. If I wanted to hear a 
hard working-class accent, I 
could listen to myself. 

The Hackney Poetry Scene 
has two main streams, not 
necessarily divergent. The 
Hackney Poetry Circle 
produces work on a wide spect- 
rum of human experience with- 
out direct or intentional 


political motivation by people 
who just feel the need to write 


creatively. Surely this is 
participation by people for 
people? 

Mr Skeates' own group, the 
Hackney Writers Workshop, 
Seems to attach itself to the 
class struggle, and in my 
view, like most directly 
and intentionally political 
art, it is often contrived and 
wooden in poetic form, believ- 
ing the message is everything, 
to the exclusion of the gol- 
den glory that lifts every- 
day language into realms of 
true art. 

I would suggest it is time 
the Writers Workshop came off 
its rostrum and ceased preach- 
ing to the converted at its 
rather self-conscious gather- 
ings and organised an evening 
reading with Hackney Library 
services to offer the wider 
Hackney public a choice 
between message-drumming 
poetry and the all-embracing 
kind Mr Skeates seems to 
dislike so much. Why not let 
a hundred flowers bloom? 

Yours faithfully 
Bob Masters. 


|'New Deal for 


|} tects department. They issued 


|equacy of management over the 
}ularly upset the staff was 


| Development, the independent 
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Homeworkers 


Never let it be said that we 
don't give praise to Hackney 
Council when they deserve it, 
Hackney Borough Council has 
become the first authority in 
the country to appoint a 
Homeworking Officer. This 
was announced at a council 
meeting on 21 November, and 
Martin Ottolangui specifi- 
cally asked the press, 
including your humble scribe, 
to inform the world of this 
fact. 

Over the years we have 
reported the difficulties 
that have faced campaigners 
and trade unions in trying to 
improve the lot of homeworkers, 
whose rates of pay can sonme- 
times be as low as 10p per 


The fiasco over Smalley Estate 


has exposed another linked row 
inside the Council's archi- 





I 


hour, and it is gratifying to 
see that local authorities are 
at last beginning to realise 
that they could do much in 
this field. Brian Hodge, the 
new Homeworking Officer, will 
mainly be concerned with try- 
ing to get local firms to 
register homeworkers and 
investigating alternatives to 
homeworking, including the 
provision of industrial day 
nurseries. He will also be 
liaising with other officers, 
Government departments and 
voluntary organisations. He 
will doubtless be a busy man. 


Contact Brian Hodge, 
Economic Development Unit, 
1 Hoxton Street, NI 739 7600 





real lessons of the affair, 
which are "the continuous 
enonomic pressure to make 
council house building a 
second class welfare prov- 
ision, both physically and 
psychologically". 

The "shop floor" revolt 
by the staff has meant that 
at last members of the archi- 
tects department are coming 
forward and accepting the 
failures. What the junior 
members have said makes it 
more clear that the faults 
do lie in the design, and 
more importantly, in the man- 
agement that put these des- 
igns into practice. This will 
not really be of much physical 
comfort to the tenants of 
Smalley as they face the beg- 
inning of the winter. 


a press statement early in 
November criticising the inad- 


last three years. What partic- 
the fact that Building Systems . 
consultants employed by Tony 
Shoults, the Chief Housing 
Officer, were taken on to pre- 
pare a specialist report in 
a crisis, without adequate 
consultation. 

They now Teel that the 


public wrangle over the re- 
port has only obscured the 
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Council ‘Expose' Government 


Realising that concern had 
to be shown on The issue of 
public service cuts, Hackney 
Council | staged a public 
meeting on Tuesday | 4th. 
November to debate how best to 
tackle the Government's 
imposed spending limits. 

However, if any of the 
500 or so who turned up to 
the meeting expected to 
hear the Counci| take a 
stand against the Terles' 
savage destruction of inner- 
city services, they were 
sadly disappointed. 

Opaning the meeting, 
Deputy Leader of the 
Counci! John Kotz attacked 
the Government for imposing 
spending limits on local 
authority budgets, a measure 
which would hit a borough 
like Hackney the most. Yet 
instead of refusing to 
carry out the Government's 
demands, he presented the 
residents with fhe altern- 
ative of elther accepting 
a cut in standards of 
health, education and 
welfare in The borough, 
or paying a massive rates 
rise. 


He acknowledged that 
Hackney would be one of 





WHY RATE §S 
ISNT ENOUGH 


On 16th November Hackney 
received some very bad news. 
Tory Environment Secretary — 
Michael Heseltine announced 
the new Rate Support Grant 
settlement, and the Inner 
London boroughs have 
suffered a severe drop in 
government grant. 

The RSG is the grant paid 
from central government to 
townhalls and it is fixed 
every November for the follow- 
ing financial year. It varies 
in amount and distribution 
from year to year, but since 
the mid 1970's it has steadily 
declined as a proportion of 
overall local government 
spending. In 19/75/76 the gov- 
ernment picked up 66.5% of the 
bill but by this year this has 
dropped to 61%, and even lower 
on some estimates. This fall 
may not sound like very much 
but local government spends 
an enormous amount: an estima- 
ted £15.7 billion during next 
year. So the percentage 
decline amounts to over £1 
billion, equipment to the 
entire local authority social 
service budget in England and 
Wales. Heseltine has kept the 
percentage at 61% next year. 


Excess 


In addition to the drop in 
percentage grant over the 
years central government has 
imposed"cash limits" on local 
government expenditure. Last 
year for example Labour 
Minister Peter Shore said he 
would meet 61% provided local 
government cost increases 
during the year stayed within 
the 5% limit on pay (remember?) 
and 73% limit on other costs. 
They didn’t and all the excess 
over these levels came out of 
the rates. That is why rates 
shot up last year, and why, 
for all the talk of over- 


the areas to suffer most 
from either option, point- 
ing out that a rates rise 
in a well-off borough such 
as Westminster would net 
lO times as much revenue 
as Hackney. Such a rise, 
he said, could be as 
much as 75%. However, he 
did not point out ‘that 
the Government had a 
responsibility to support 
The running of services 
vital to the borough and 
that the Council, elected 
by the ratepayers of the 
borough, had an equal res- 
ponsibi lity to protect its 
electors from devastating 
rates increases. For those 
who made so bold as to denr- 
and no reduction in spend- 
ing, he cautioned: "You 
can't say there'l| be no 
cuts without accepting an 
Increase In rates". 


Responsibility 


The aim of John Kotz's 
speech was to place the 
blame squarely on the 
shoulders of the Tory 
Government, which in 
principle is justi tied, 
but in doing so he effect- 
ively washed his and the 





spending Labour councils, in 
the metropolitan districts 
where there was an even spread 


of Labdur and Tory authorities, 


Tory councils in fact put up 
their rates by more than 
Labour councils, 

This year the cash limit is 
13% which sounds more realistic 
until you bear in mind that 
a lot 7s taken care of by the 
pay awards to firemen and 
police brought forward from 
previous years. In fact if 
pay settlements exceed 10% 

a then again the excess wil] 
come entirely from the rates. 
This is a particularly nasty 
development as it pits the 
interests of local authority 
workers directly against 
ratepayers and against the 
needs of those who most need 
local authority services. 
Divide and rule in fact. 


Needs Element 

If all that wasn't bad 
enough Hackney and six other 
London boroughs have all lost 
the maximum possible amount 
of grant. The grant is divi- 
ded into three parts. Small- 
est is the domestic element 
which is the deduction from 
domestic rate bills. That 
has stayed the same. The 
second largest naturally 1s 
the resources element which 
brings all authorities except 
those with high rateable 
Values up to a certain level 
of rateable values. Unfortu- 
nately for Hackney we are one 
of those few authorities above 
the limit so we get no resour- 
ces element whatsoever. 

Finally we come to the needs 


element. This has served Hack- 


ney well over the years being 
designed to compensate for 
spending need, that is social 
stress and high costs. As 
Hackney has both we have for 


UPPORT 





no positive offer of help 


| — n 
Redundancies, No Rent and was made from the counci | 


Council |'s hands of any Rates Increases!. David 


responsibility to fight Green, Secretary of Hackney platform. 
the Government's policies. Communist Party, called on The: Council bureaction to 
He smugly claimed: "There the Council to fight for a the meeting's demands for 
a ee better rate support grant a determined stand against 
ge Ve i taal - settlement, and to cut unem both cuts and rates increas- 
PRAPeaee Ga hei? : ployment, "a major area of es was evident in Johnny 
peer: ee In fed Kotz's winding up speech. 
, ‘lf. Kotz admitted that |5 He was all in f 
Free Speech of vacancies were not taken UP +he Nov. 28 sv etrocent “a 
Charles Clarke, Information "This Counci! supports it", 
When the meeting was Officer for the People In he said, “and we should 
opened To the floor, most Partnership Scheme, belleved encourage every worker to 
of the comments seemed to that the |abour movement support it". Just what this 
reflect concern not just needed to restructure Its encouragement came down to 
over what the Government channels of activity, by was nothing more than verb- 
was do|jng, but over what makina more immediate links al. Asked why they would 
the Council! was going to do between the grass roots and not give their workers a 
to defend its residents’ the elected representatives day's paid holiday to go 
living standards. Contrary in the borough and also to on the demonstration 
to the Hackney Gazette's strengthen the borough's Kotz replied:"As an old 
claim, those Tories who independence from central trades unionist... '* there 
got up at The meeting government. is a demons? Pattie worth 
EPS NOON EARLS Paes several speakers said demonstrating about, you 
in fact, several Conservat- that tenants, community and Support if mepardiesis 
ive Party members got hold trades union groups were of whether you are paid 
of the microphone to defend prepared to take the initia- or not". 
their leaders' policies, tive In fighting the cuts, lt is hard to know what 
but when Tory candidate Tim and asked the Counci| to the Counci! achieved with 
Miller admitted he did not provide the necessary this public relations 
actually live in Hackney resources: in particular, attempt. Kotz claimed: "We 
he was shouted down by the to organise a conference have exposed tonight what 
whole of the meeting - a in the near future to the Government is attempt- 
very democratic exercise. discuss policy. Apart ing to do". Very good. What 
Many speakers demanded from agreeing to support Was never made clear was 
that the Counci!| adopt a the National Cuts Demon- what the Counci! was going 
policy of "No Cuts, No stration on Nov. 28th, to do. 





Unity against Cuts 


An important step in deyv— lined the severity of the 


ae ; as attack on the National 
the cuts nas taken nie” Health Service which has 


ith hen « Gee Ati been the first major public 
: * ane ° service in the boro t 
several years received the Hackney Campaign Against face really major — mee 


the Cuts was formed at a 
well-attended meting of 
Hackney Trades Council, 

including representatives ; : 
from trades nid. political, +t was Sgreed te form very 


highest needs element alloca- 
tion in the country. (But 
because it is worked out on 
a penny rate basis we did not 


funding and reducticms in 
services. 
At the end of the meeting 


get = oe) oe ee ethnic, community and ten- beaelingee so Bw 
of population decline, Hackney seul ee : composed of Sine 
and other London boroughs have ont he meeting Dermot the Trades thion M at 
lost the maximum amount - a 3p | eill, Trades Council political parties, commmn ity 
rate. So with no resources Secretary, spoke of the and tenants dt 
element and a maximum cut in need to build a broadly eee ee 
Support the warious local 


needs element Hackney has based, militant campaign 


been properly clobbered. 
There can be no doubt that 


against the government's — national actions against 
cutbacks, which are already € cuts, 


| : having a devastating For further informatio on 
rates will rise next year, = 3 or on on 
whether the Council cuts, sta- | ®tfect 0: the ee of all the campaign, contact: 
bilises or expands services. nigra ee ne 2 Dermot MdNeill, Sec 
All those protesting rate- , Rose = | Lynn ret Hadmey Trade: 
payers take note: it is to Harne, representing the Peis 6 iar 
Heseltine, as it should have Hackney Health Campaign out- Road, E5. 
been to Shore last year that 
your anger is directed. 

Robin Simpson ADVERTISEMENT 


ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE 
HEALTH OF YOUR COMMUNITY? 


Are you a member of a voluntary organisation which wants to improve 
the National Health Service 


whose activities are not carried on for private profit and 
has an active interest in health matters or 

provides a service for NHS patients or 

has a special interest in a local NHS establishment 


IN 
the City & Hackney Community Health Council District 
comprising 
London Borough of Hackney and the City of London. 
lfso, your organisation is invited to apply to take part in elections for voluntary organisation seats 
on the Community Health Council. 
The purpose of Community Health Councils is to represent the interests of local people to the 
Health Authorities. Consequently, membership involves a considerable commitment to the work 
of the Council. 
Apply by not later than 4th January 1980, to the Regional Administrator, North 
East Thames Regional Health Authority, 40, Eastbourne Terrace, London, W2 
3QR. Telephone 01-262 8011, Extension 124 for further information. 


a 
Os ae ee ae tees 4 
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Big political and industrial 
struggles against the Tory 
government's policies are 
steadily, sometimes explos- 
ively, developing throughout 
the country. Hackney is no 
exception. Workers are join- 
ing in national, London and 
local action against the cuts 
in public services generally, 
and in the health and educa- 
ticn services in particular. 
Thatcher's pace of reactionary 
politics is fast - by neces- 
sity our response needs to be 
faster. Imaginative, effect- 
ive, well-supported action 
against the Tories and those 
who collaborate with them is 
the pricrity. 

For our hard work to be 
successful more than effort 
and struggle is necessary - 
political, practical short 
and long-term altematives to 
the Tories plans must also be 
developed and campaigned for. 


HARD 


I see a main aim of this 
second conference of the 
Hackney left as the provision 
of a forum for tackling some 
of these hard questions as 

11 as providing an aidit- 


Mional route into political 


involvement for those who 
wish to become involved. Sone’ 
of the hard questicns we need 
to look at include sensitive 
issues such as the relatively 
low level of co-operation be- 
tween different sections of 
the labour and democratic 
movements in the borough. The 
reatimship between develop- 
ing democratic structures 

for the political participa- 
tion and involvement of 
people and the present work 
@& the left needs examination. 
The actions of the two major 
working class political par- 
ties -— the Labour party and 
the Communist party - need 


Can we do better? 


scrutiny - for example, how 
are we working to promote 
socialist consciousness 
amongst the people? The work- 
ings and action of the Council | 
are a vital concem. The 
confusion evident at the 
Council public meeting on the 
Tory cuts is only the most 
recent example of the import- 
ance of clear, socialist pol- 
itical leadership from the 
Council. The labour and con 
minity movements of the bor- 
ough all consider Council 
affairs important - hence the 
big push for trade unicn etc 
representation on Council 
committees. The perspective 
on the Council and its act- 
icons from now until the 19862 
elections is too important to 
be left purely as an inter 
party struggle. What are our 
plans? 

The aim of socialists is 
to win a society where the 
working class and our allies 
have political power. A new 
society where the capacities 
o£ every individual are fully 
developed... Are the ways in 
which we work now, the ways 
in which we fight to change 
the state's organisations, 
and our own, the ways in which 
we struggle against oppress- 
ion the best we can manage? 

It is to help answer these 
questions in a specific Hack- 
ney combext that makes this 
left conference important. 

It is for this reason that I 
believe that despite the heavy 
calendar of meetings, demon- 
strations, strikes etc that 
this conference should and 
will provide a vital input 
nto the moverent against the 
Tories and for a socialist 
Future. 

David Green 

Hackney Communist Party 


| Hackney? 





What's 


Left? 


The programme for the day includes: 
OPENING SESSION: What could socialism mean to the people of 
How does it relate to our struggle today? 








| The second What's Left for Hackney conference will be held on 
|Sunday 9 December, at the All Nations Club, Martello Street, 
E8, starting at 10.45am. Registation 50p (25p claimants). 





speakers: Sheila Rowbotham, Stuart Weir. 


WORKSHOPS: 1. 


Communication and co-operation on the left. 


. Reaching out to people in large workplaces and estates. 


2 
3. Who runs Hackney - democracy and the Council. 
4, The cuts in Hackney - building the campaign. 
CLOSING SESSION AND REPORT BACK: Socialist strategy and 


local objectives. 
speakers: 


organisers in advance if you are 


Ted Knight, David Green. 
Light lunch, tea, coffee and creche all available. 


Please inform 
bringing children to creche. 


The first conference of this type in July brought together more 
than 150 people from a wide variety of groups and organisations. 
Three of these organisations have submitted articles printed 


on this page which argue for a united appreach by socidists 
‘the problems of the borough. 
'gress 1s to find out where we all agree, and move forward to 
consolidate that position. 


We 


to 
see that the only way to pro- 


|\Details of the conference from Hackney People's Press, 
c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, London F@. 


249 O311 or 254 1306 


Common Agreement 


Hackney North Labour Party 
has voted to support the sec- 
ond "What's Left In Hackney?" 


| conference and a good number 
of members and activists are 
|expected to attend. What do 


we hope to get out of the 
conference and what is it 


} that we hope the conference 


ADVERTISEMENT 





The Rio Centre, 10/7 Kingsland High Street, ES. 
The Rio's AGM is now being held on 


DATE OF AGM CHANGED: 
26 January at 8pm at the Rio. 








254 6677. 


Please become a member! 


and THE STATISTICS 


THE 50 FOOT WOMAN and 


of Asian Dance, Music 


DECEMBER 
Weekly programmes 
Mon 3 ERASERHEAD (X) and 
For 6 days THE CRAZIES (X) 
Mon 10 THE CARPETTES 
in concert 
Tues 11 TOP HAT (U) and SWING TIME (U) 
Wed 12 CAROL GRIMES and SWEET FA and 
SOULYARD in concert 
Thurs 13 THAT SINKING FEELING gala benefit 
Fri 14 THE ATTACK OF 
NOT OF THIS EARTH 
Sat 15 A celebration 
and Poetry 
Mon 17 DREAD BEAT AND BLOOD and 
For 6 days THE HARDER THEY COME (X) 
Thurs 27 ARISTOCATS (U) and 
For 3 days LONDON CONNECTION (U) 


Saturday lates and Sunday matinees in December include 


SEBASTIANE, JUBILEE, LADY SINGS THE BLUES, CABARET, 
SOME LIKE IT HOT and GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES. Ring 
Cinema for details of dates and times. 


For details and times of programmes, please 


phone the cinema. 


will achieve? 

"Left unity" is a phrase 
that we hear more often today, 
and one which many of us are 
prepared to discuss and ad- 
vocate. There are a number 
of reasons for this, but 
in my view one of the main 
ones is the evident failure, 
after two prolonged doses, 
of a Labour government pur- 
suing social democratic pol- 
icies to solve the economic 
and social] crisis in Britain 
in ways that meet the needs 
of working people. This has 
had the effect of provoking 
a crisis within the Labour 
party and 1s producing a 
new alignment of forces within 
the party. 

OPEN 

Another consequence of the 
failure of social democratic 
policies has been a willing- 
ness of many in the Labour 
party to be more open and 
receptive to the criticisms 
that are made from people in 
other socialist political 
organisations. One of the 
main thrusts of criticism 
that is accepted by many 
today and that was directed 
against the centrists in 
the party and the old (Tri- 
bunite) left is that sig- 
nificant advances cannot be 
made simply by struggling 
within Parliament or within 
Tocal Councils for the im 
plementation of progressive 
policies. By neglecting 
struggles outside these 
formal, representative 
arenas, by failing to develop 
socialist policies at the 
grass roots and deep in 
working class communities 
the Labour party found 
itself without any signif- 
icant strength to oppose 


those who directly wield 
economic power in our Society. 

So many of us in the Labour 
left today see local activity 
and local strugales as import- 
ant both in themselves as 
ways in which the working 
class 1s developing means of 
organising its own affairs, 
and in relation to the 
broader struggle against cap- 
italism upon which any real 
emancipation must depend. 

The crisis within the Labour 
party has been matched by a 
crisis within the other pol- 
itical organisations on the 
left. Blind rejection of the 
Labour party has given way, 
in some quarters, to a more 
careful analysis. 

In this context, I would 
like to put forward two pro- 
positions concerning the 
way in which questions of 
left unity should be 
approached. 

The first concerns joint 
activity against the cuts 
in public services and other 
struggles to defend or im- 
prove the living conditions 
of people in Hackney - over 
hospitals, nurseries, lor- 
ries, nuclear safety, etc. 

In these urgent struggles 
around concrete and immed- 
iate issues, we must work 
together on the basis of what 
we can agree in common. This 
will be our approach, and is 
the only basis: that will pre- 
vent splits, subdivisions and 
a weakening of these struggles. 
secondly, I hope we will 

engage in debate to reveal 
those arguments and prin- 
ciples that really do divide 
socialists today, as distinct 
from those prejudices that we 
may hold concerning organisa- 
tions other than our own. To 
advance this debate I would 
venture the following prop- 
osition: the real debate con- 
cerns not what we want to 
achieve but how we are to go 
about the task of organising 
for struggle for socialism. 

Tony Millwood 

Hackney North and Stoke 

Newington Labour Party 





Unity in 
action 


Why another conference? The 


} answer should be cbviocus. The 
| Scope and breadth of the 


anti~Tory mobilisations which 
have already taken place - on 
the cuts, Ireland, abortic, 
immigration laws - pose a 
real challenge to the left. 
How can we co-ordinate our 


| efforts and develop this act- 


ivity in a socialist direct- 
ion so that something more 
than a re-mm of the last 


) Labour govermment is posed as 


an altermative to the Tories? 
We have to be honest and 
say that the situation where 
a plethora of different left 
groups either ignore or de- 
nounce each other at the ex- 


pense of any common dscussicn 


or co-ordination is a barrier 
to developing a wider audience 
for socialist ideas and 
activity. 

Of course our differences 
are important and should not 
be downplayed. The point is 
to establish a framework in 
which they can be discussed 


| out and clarified - where 


people can see what unites us 
as well as what divides us. 
We beleive that this can be 


| done on the basis of a conmmm 


commitment to mobilise working 
people in mass action to kick 
out the Tories, and a prepared- 
ness to confront those in 

the labour movement who opp- 


| oSe the necessity of such a 


course of actin. 

In other words, the heart 
of our concerns must be to 
Sharpen the political offen- 
Sive agains: tie Tories to a 
point where the whole capital- 
ist system they defend is 


| challenged. 


FORUM 


This can't be done jist by 
holding another conference 
every few months. Something 
more tangible needs to came 
out of our discussions om 9 
December; but something which 
reinforces rather than cuts 


| across what we are doing 
already. 


In my view, we should dis- 
cuss the possitility of same 
kind of regular socialist 
forum - perhaps meeting monthly? 


j This would not be a new organ- 


isation but a focus where 
these in different political 
organisations or none, those 
involved in particular cane 
paigns and so on could engage 
in a continuing dialogue 
about how to press forward 
the fight for socialist 


| policies. 


An example here which inmed- 


| iately faces us is the 


question of the Council. Will 
our Labour councillors head 
a fight against the Tory cut- 
backs? If not, what do we do 
about it - to challenge the 
present way Hackney is mm? 
such a forum would also pro- 
Vide a reference point for 
discussing other possible 
initiatives which have been 
Suggested, such as a Hackney 
Festival of Socialism or a 
resource centre. 

Finally, we all need to 
discuss more thoroughly the 
role Hackney People's Press 
can play in this fight, the 
resources it needs to do this 
and what we are prepared to 
contribute. 

Each group can't go it 
alone against the Tory 
attacks. Unity in action mist 
be the watchword for this 
conference. 

Martin Meteyard 
Hackney Internationa! 
Marxist Group 





Davids story 


"And what makes you think 
I ought te-go away ?" asked 





he will catch on" said 
Mr Johnsonto Flo. 


"David" 

"Yes, Mum" 
“Well you Know that your 
dad has been hitting me" 


Punk started as a rey- 
Olutionary thing,but as 
you Know it exploded in 
1977 with the Sex Pistols 


Mr Johnson. "But-I'm not lying to 


"Well,you're always NittINGyou,Paul (Mr Johnson)", 


"Yes Mum" me for no reason at all", David then ran upstairs Mods are going to come with Anarchy in the U.K. a 
"Well,I've thought of a Way exclaimed Mrs Johnson. ‘to his room and on his back. That's what every- and God save the Queen, 3 
of getting rid of him." “"Now you know that's not way he kicked a nail,and body is saying.Punks are which got banned by the = 
How are you going to do true at ali,Flo(Mrs gave a loud shrill scream going out.Groups like B.B.C. but got to No 2 


Secret Affair and the Jam 
| are coming up.Some people 


in the charts.Other punk 


that,Mum ?" Johnson).Mr Johnson that echoed rigyt through 
! bands like the Clash,the 


All I have to do is to pack then put down his briefca- the passage hallway 


= his clothes and tell him 


to leave straight away. 
isn't that a good idea of 
mine ?" said Mrs Johnson. 


"Well,l don't think so?" 


seand umbrella and slapped and right through the 


Mrs Johnson round the face, 


“Let that be a lesson to 
you,you know that if you 
Vie in front of the child 









kitchen. When David's 
Parents came out and saw 
David on the stairs rubbing 
his big toe. 


say that The Jam is a mod 
group ,and some say that 

they're punk,but in a ma- 
gazine interview recently 
they said that they were 


Damned,XTC,the Jam, Pen- 
etrationand Sham 69 to n- 
ame but a few are still 
around today.Punk is still 
there no matter what any 


ta web arta) he TES el ae ‘yp < i 








Sais Bayh 4 “That was all your fault, mods.The greatest ever Mod one says, 
"Neither do I" came a shout § Dad," said David. group was The Who who are Mods are also back,and e / 
| | ork. bands like Purple Hearts > 

| . Purple Hearts have a new and the Fixations. a 
ESTHER RANT ZEN | / IT Se aad People say that punk has z 

| s records.It's called per been really big,but it has , 

On Monday IIth of November | ae only been big in eng lene: ; 
the Hackney Kids Paper bookshop,and he went fo eet the th ings we ves,if the money was right. praee Ween = 2 
crew went to Kensington the lady and Ona eG asked Esther Rantzen I have worked for them once? big country likeAmerica 4 
House.At first we went to up and then asked her for eres before.” “gand Germany,where singers = 
the B.B.C T.V. studios and, the Kensington House How did you get started Then one of us kickeg make millions in a year. 3 
phone number,and she to We? Something that went"Kling" glods really hit those two = 

gave it to us.So we phoned “J started as a tv analys- 4nd Esther said "Do you Know countries.Also the film 

laskad the security guard up Kensington House and We er,then they asked me to “hat that is 2" and | could @Quadrophenia has been a 4 
if we could go in to see Spoke to Esther's secretary do a new programme called See it was a cot,and I sajqgsmash hit in America,and 3 
Esther ,but they Ata NS ‘and she gave us the That's Life" with a man "Is that the cot that the The great Rock and Roll a 
Vatenidethabiwe had boen. sl rections «shen me reach- from Nationwide,and from baby died in in Spain" Swindle,the Sex pistols an 
invited,and the guard said edthere,we went to the Doctor on the Go,but they and she said"Yes" and then fy film has not yet been re- & a 
“Where is the letter" and That's Life office and Wwe both had to go back to she explained all about it.m 'c25¢¢: “= 
we told him that we had saw Esther and she took US their programmes;so they I will be telling you : 
left it at home.So the in a little room and we had to get different men, about reggae in the next Z: 
officer said that he coul- started to ask her some QU~ Kieron and John,then Cyril to be continued... ce 7 
dn't let us in to see Est-*estions. and now this is what we’ 3 = 
her,so we thought that we have,” , : = 
might have. to go back. “Would you work for ITV PRODUCED BY a 
So Paul with his great if tney asked you ?" | ! | a 
es 


brains went into the B.B.C. 








Chris Bryant,Delro 
The people who did ’ fe! se - 
gs Smith,Lisa Bellenie, " 
this edition of the uy 
a Dean Smith,Lloyd Brown, 
Hackney Kids paper 


: Steve King and Jimm o, 
are:Lee James ,Nick g y -= 


Crowe,Paul Bellenie, 


NTERVIEW WITH MP. CONTD. 


HACKNEY KID'S PAGE TALKS TO ERNIE ROBERTS 


4 
Jackson. * 
interview on,a Tory f.P. é 
came over and started to 
tell off Ernie for 


playing the tape too loud, 


thing because in the event 
of a nuclear war,Britain 


Question 5) 
What is your point of view 
about Margaret Thatcher ? 





would become a prime 
target,and you wouldn't need 









As far as I'm concerned many nuclear bombs on Britain Saying in a very upper class 4 
she is very right wing.She to destroy it.She speaks in sort of voice "I say, could : a, 
wants to attack the trade a very war like way and in you turn that tape recorder | : 
unions and she wants to take my opinion as I said she is down you're playing it a bit | 2 
away the right that they won a very dangerous woman. loud,this is a public place | | = 
under the Labour Govt. The House of Commons is etc etc etc," and we thought sy S is | - 

And she is a dangerous woman very nice but there is heavy they were going to fight [Fel oo 7 | 7 
She talks about bringing security. because they were both so NOT THE 4 oleh = 
American nuclear rockets serious, AyenS Butt 7HE a 
into Britain and making Britain While we were in the cafe “24 
an American nuclear base and listening to the tape that But they didn't. 
this is a very dangerous we had just recorded our pe “3 

a 
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The information on this page has been revised and up- 
dated, but we would welcome any furtle corrections or 


additions. 
us by FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER. 


For the January issue please send them to 
Our address is HPP, c/o 136 


Kingsland High Street, London E8. 


Community, Tenants 


Political 


and Pensioners Groups Groups 


HACKNEY PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
34 Dalston Lane, EB 

Advice service on Tuesday and Thursdays from 
10.30 to 4pm. Tea Bar Monday to Friday 
10.30 to 4pm. 


TASK FORCE 

34 Dalston Lana, EB. Tel, 254 1620 

Free advice for pensioners in Hackney. Odd jobs anc 
visits in N16 and N4 only, Pensioners’ activities and 
neighbourhood care in NS. 


HACKNEY ASSOCIATION FOR WELFARE OF 
OLD PEOPLE 
2? Dalston Lane, ES. Tel, 764-0715 


HAR AMBEE 2 PROJECT 

74 Downham Road N1, 

Social and aclwice centre, aimed particularly at 
black people, 

Tuesday 10am—10pm 

Thursday 10am—4. 30pm 

Friday 10am—TOpm 


OFF CENTRE 
25 Hackney Grove, EB. Tel. 985 8566 
Acivice for young people between 13 and 275 with any 


problems. 
, onday—Fricday 10am-—6pm (open until 8.30pm on 
@::: 


FRIENDS ANONYMOUS SEAVICE 

Friendship House, 27 Hackney Grove, EB. 

24 hour telephone service with people always willing 
to listen and act. 

866 2233 (24 hours} 


oa aa foffice hours) 


FEDERATION OF HACKNEY TENANTS 
ASSOCIATIONS 

Represents borough, GLC and private tenants 
throughout Hackney, Contact 


Steve Jacobs, c/o ALHE, 
17 Victoria Park Square, E2? (981 1221). 


HACKNEY GINGERBREAD 

Group for one parent families, Meets every Monday 
at the Family Centre, Rectory Road, N16. Creche 
available, Contact Teresa Blackhall, 729 1647 for 
details, 


HOMEATON GINGERBREAD 

Group for one parent families. Meets every other 
Friday at the Wally Foster Centre. Contact 985 3072 
for cetaits, 


Ecology 


Active group, campaigning on 
Safe energy, bikes, wildlife, 


recycling etc. Contact Jim 
@:-:: 67 Fairbolt Road, 416. 
802 O12. 


Open to all those wishing 

to combat suclear power. 

Meets every other Thursday 

in Centerprise. Contact £76 1799 


SUN POWER ECOLOGY CENTRE & 
83, Blackstock Road, N.4. 
Bookshop specialises in the 
environment, cooking, health, 
education, childrens" books; 
also crafts and some whole- 
foods . Ol 226 1799 


HACKNEY SOCIETY 


An amenity group, affiliated 
to the Civic Trust, 
concermed with Hachney's 
‘environment and architecture. 
Meets on the third Monday of 
each month. 

Details from Chairman, David 
Batchelor, Tel. 985 7937 


or Secretary, Robert Hill, 
75 GlynRoad E5 Tel. 986 8761. 
Women 


HACKNEY SOCIALIST FEMINIST GROUP 
Meet alternate Mondays a1 the Factory, Matthias 
Road, N 16, a1 7.30pm. Contact Pat 254 5821 or 
Harriet 254 6208. 


AAPE CRISIS CENTRE 
Tel. 340 6145. 24 our information and advice 


HACKNEY ABORTION CAMPAIGN 
Meetings fortnightly at 2@Parkiiaime Road, ES. 
Contact 249 3768 for details. 


HACKNEY COMMUNIST PARTY 
WOMEN'S GROUP 
Meets monthly - talks, films, 


activities. For information 
phone Nathalie 254 9508. 





Drop-in centre for Young 
Unemployed. 


Free snacks, use of telephones 
and newspapers. A etree 
place for the young unemployed. 


Off Centre Basement. 
25 Hackney Grove, E8. 
986 4016. 


ie LABOUA PARTY 
HACKNEY NORTH AND STOKE 
NEWINGTON 

Constituents advice service at 7pm avery 
Friday at & Stamford Hill, N16 when local 
councillors are present. 


Ken Livingstone, GLC councillor, haa 
advice service generally on 4th Thursday of 
each month. 

Details from 5 Stamford Hill, N16. Tal. 
BOO 7430 


HACKNEY NORTH LABOUR PARTY 
YOUNG SOCIALISTS: for details contact 
ae Mumtaz Khan, c/o 5 Stamford Hill, 
N16. 


HACKNEY SOUTH & SHOREDITCH 
Conttituents advice service at 7.30pm, every Friday 
at 96 Daltton Lane, EB. Ron Brown, MP, available 
2nd and 4th Friday of each month. Margaret 
Morgan, GLO Councillor, available Ist Friday of 
each month. Local councillors every Friday, Advice 
service also operates at Holy Trinity Ghurch Hall, 
Bletchley Street, N1, at 7pm. on fst and ard Fridays, 
Ron Brown is present on Vat and ard Fridays, 
Margaret Morgan on 3rd Fridays, and local 
councillors on Ist and 3rd Fridays. 

HACKNEY SOUTH LABOUR PARTY YOUNG 
SOCIALISTS: for details contact secretary 

c/o 96 Dalston Lane, EB. 

HACKNEY CENTRAL 

Constituents advice service at 7.30pm. every Friday 
at 96 Daiston Lane, E8. Stanley Clinton Davis, MP, 
available every Friday. Ellis Hillman, GLC 
Councillor, available every other Friday. Local 
councillors every Friday 

HACKNEY CENTRAL LABOUR PARTY TOUNG 
SOCIALISTS: for details contact Mrs A Smith, 

294 Navaring Mansions, EB 


HACKNEY YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 

Meets weekly, All young people welcome. 
HACKNEY COMMUNIST PARTY 

Twelve branches hold meetings regularly throughout 
the borough. All welcome, 

HACKNEY MORNING STAR GROUP 

Meets weekly, Organises political, social anc fumed- 
raising events insupport of Britain's sociatist daily 
paper, the Morning Star. All Morning Star readers! 
Supporters welcome. 

For further information and a copy of the monthly 
neveletter detailing the mertings campaigning actions 
etc. organised by the Hackney Morning Star group, 
Young Communist League and Communist Party 
contact David Green, 126 Ambhurst Road, EB. 

Tel, 249 6374, 


LONDON WORKERS GROUP 

For independent militants, working anarchists 
and all those who wish to organise for direct 
workers contro!. Meets fortnightly. Contact 
Box W, Rising Free, 182 Upper Street, N1, or 
ring Dave, 249 7O47. 


ANARCHY COLLECTIVE 

Produces ANARCHY, o seasons! magazine on 
tale in Centerprise and Rising Free, 20p. Also 
mvalved in general anarchist activity. Ring 
359 4794 before 8pm. 


LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST GROUP 
c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, £8. 


ANARCHIST COMMUNIST ASSOCIATION 
Box 11, Rising Free, 182 Upper Street, N14. 


HACKNEY COMMITTEE AGAINST RACIALISM 
All-party anti-racialist campargn, Meets first 
Wednesday of each month at the Family Centre, 
Rectory Road, N16. 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAI 
HACKNEY GROUP ‘ 


Meets second Thursday of every month at 8pm 
at Centerprise, 136 Kingsland High Street ER. 


HACKNEY SOCIALIST CHALLENGE 
er Oete ns GROUP 

ortmightly on Thursdays at 
7.30pm in the Britannia, 

Mare 5t. 

Further details from Hackney 

oC, c/o PO Box 50, London N.1. 

or from Martin, 359 8180 (day). 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
Hackney Group. 

Meets 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, 8.00 at: Friendship 
House, 27, Hackney Grove, 
(off Reading Lane) E.8. 


NORTH HACKNEY ANTI NAZI 
LEAGUE 

Meets fortnightly. Contact 
Box 9, c/o 136, Kingsland 
High Street, E.8. 


NEW COMMUNIST PARTY 

Hackney Branch meets on a 
Tuesday night at Centerprise, 
8pm. Information from NCP, 
395 Walworth Road, SE17 2AW. 


REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST 

TENDENCY, East London. 

Contact BM RCT, London 

WC1V 6XX (274 3951) for 
details. 


Community Centres 


CENTERPRISE 

136 Kingsland High Street, EB. Tel. 254 O632. 
Bookshop and office hours; 

Tuesday—Saturday 10am—6. 30pm. 

Coffee bar and meeting room hours: 
Twesday-Friday 10am-9. 30pm. 

Saturday |Gam-5. 30pm. 

FACILITIES: 

Coffee bar; bookshop; advice, information and 
contacts for individuals and groups. Typewriters 
can be used free, duplicating at cost price. Ask in 
General Office. 

ADVICE CENTRE: 

Legal and welfare advice session on Thursdays 
6.30—7.309m, 

READING CENTRE: 

For adults who find it hard to read or write. Contact 
Sue Shrapnel or ring 254 9636, 

PUBLISHING FROJECT: 

Publishing books by people who live in Hackney. 


WALLY FOSTER CENTRE 

Homerton Road, E9. Tel. 985 3972. 

Community Centre with many activities: 

SOCIAL SERVICES ADVICE CENTRE: every 
weekday Sam—5pm. 

ADULT LITERACY CLASSES: 

Every Monday at 7pm. 

Also playgroup, mothers and toddlers group, 
pensioners lunch club, school welfare advice, youth 
club for 5—@ year olds, Kung Fu and juvenile dance 
classes. 

See also ADVICE and NEIGHBOURHOOD 
ENGLISH CLASSES listings. 


THE FACTORY 

107 Matthias Road, N16 (next to Newington Green 
School). Tel. 249 3066. 

Runs mothers and toddlers clubs, sewing classes, 
English classes, youth chub, childminders drop-in 
group (creche provided), after school club, arts and 
crafts club, pensioners lunch club, food co-op and an 
Indian dance class, 

Contact them for further detaés, 


THE FAMILY CENTRE 

50 Rectory Road, N16. Tel. 249 8334. 
Information and help for all commumnty problems. 
Cooking, washing, creche facilities, 

Mothers. and toddlers group on Thursdays, 
1.30—3. 30pm (homeworkers especially welcome}, 
“Encourage your child to read” class on Mondays, 
§.30—7.30pm. Supplementary school now operating 
Classes on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Contact them for further information, 

Also ane ADVICE anni Neighbourhood English 
Classes and Gingerbread under COMMUNITY 
GROUPS listings on this page. 


HOXTON HALL 

12B8a Hoxton Street, N1. Tel. 739 5431. 
Auns playgroup, pensioners lunch club, legal 
advice centre, after-school junior club and 
writers’ workshop as well as evening classes in 
shoe repairing, dressmaking, pottery, crafts, 
old-time dancing and singing. Also Women's 
Discussion Group and the Hoxton Drama 
Group. 

Many events take place in the theatre each 
month—see the EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
section, Also see ADVICE listing. 


CHATS PALACE 

42-44 Brooksby's Walk, E9. 

986 6714. Meeting space, bar 
for club members, duplicating, 
workshop, clubs, classes, jazz, 
music hall, supplementary 
school, youth activities, hall 
for hire. 


O 


Education 


ADULT LITERACY SCHEMES 

For details of adult 

literacy Courses in your 

area contact: 

Carol Morris, BETHNAL GREEN 
AEI, 229 Bethnel Green Road, 
EZ, 73a TTSs0. 

Donald Kenrick, CLAPTON AEI, 
Brooke House, Kenninghall 
Road, ES. 885 9646. 

Graham Morris, HACKNEY 
COLLEGE, 249 7221. 

June Hewes, HACKNEY LIBRARIES, 
Shoreditch Library, Pitfield 
Street, Hl. T7390 5ib3. 

Sue Shrapnel], HACKNEY READING 
CENTRE, 136 Kingsland High 
Street, EB. 254 9635. 

Cal Weatherald, HIGHBURY MANOR 
AET, Jack Ashley School, 
Blackstock Road, N4 226 9199. 
John Rake, HOXTON HALL, 1284 
Hoexzton Street, Nl. 730 5431. 


HACKNEY LANGUAGE SCHEME 

Teach the kind of English 
needed in day-to-day life. 
Classes operate throughout 
Hackney. For further info- 
reation contact Annette 

Giles, 249 1496, or call 

at the Family Centre, Rectory 
Road, H.16 on Thursday mornings. 


Meditation 


TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION 
Partnership for Progress 
in Hackney: regular 
introductory talks. Ring 
254 6280 for details. 


ANANDA MARGA 
1 Cazenove Road, N.16. 


For spiritual progress and 
social change. 

Meditation classes for men 
Wednesday 8.00pm 

Meditation classes for 
women Tuesday 8.00pm 

and Wednesday 2.00pm. 


sewing class Tuesday 7.00pm. 






Advice 


Free legal advice on housing, landlord and tenant, 
employment, social security, welfare, matrimonial, 
immigration and discrimination problems can be 
obtained from the following centres: 


CENTERPRISE 
136 Kingsland High Street, EB. Tel, 254 S632. 
THURSDAYS 6.30—7.30pm. 


HOXTON HALL 
1278 Hoxton Street, M1. Tel. 730 5431. 
WEDNESDAYS 7—8om. 


KINGSMEAD 

Wally Foster Centre, Homerton High Street, E9. 
Tai, 985 3804, 

TUESDAYS 7—fpm. 5 

STOKE NEWINGTON ADVICE 
GROUP SERVICE. 

102 Manor Road, N16. Tel. 800 37/u. 
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 7—Bpm., 


ALLEN ROAD 
12 Allen Road, N16. 
THURSDAY'S 7—8pm. 


Adwice can also be obtained fram: 


HACKNEY ADVICE BUREAU & LAW CENTRE 
236-8 Mare Street, ES. Tel, 8d6 B446. 

Open Monday—Friday 10am—5Spm (7.30 on 
Thursdays!. 

Legal aid and advice on housing, rents, repairs 
and employment problems. 


CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAUX 
1-11 Hoxton Street, N1, Tel, 739 4654. 
106 Old Street€C1. Tel. 253 27165. 


HACKNEY COUNCIL FOR RACIAL 


EQUALITY. 245 Mare St, E8. 
TUESDAYS 7—8.30pm. 
Immigration, discrimination, housing law and 


other problems. 986 4121. 


THE FAMILY CENTRE 

60 Rectory Road, N16, Tel, 249 8334, 
Information and help in all community protlems, 
Cooking, washing, creche facilities. Open all day, 


HOUSING ADVICE CENTRE 

302-4 Mare Street, EB, Tel. 986 8123. 

Hetos with all housing problems. Repairs, rebates, 
landlord tenant, Gouncil/tenant, 


HACKNEY CENTRAL INFORMATION BUREAL 
Town Hall, Mare Street, EB, Tal. 386-3179. 


HACKNEY NOATH LABOUR PARTY ADVICE 
CENTRE 

5 Stamford Hill, N16. 

Actwice and information on legal, financial, welfare, 
housing, social security and personal problems, 
FRIDAYS 7—8om. 


RECTORY HOUSING AND WELFARE ADVICE 
CENTRE 

Family Centre, 50 Rectory Road, N16, 

Help with housing, employment, health and 

social security and community and race rejations 


problems, 
SUNDAYS 10.309 ™m-12,00 noon. 


Advice can also be voteamet fron HARAMBEE 2 
PROJECT, OFF CENTRE and FRIENDS 
ANONYMOUS. See Community Groups listing on 
this page. 


For MPs and councillors Advice surgeries see 
LABOUR PARTY under POLITICAL GROUPS 
listing on this page. 


Arrested? Helping enquiries? Evicteds 


EMERGENCY LEGAL SERVICE 


Ring 986 9891. 24 hour free legal 
service from 6pm Friday over whole 
weekend. 


Workshops 


THE WORKSHOP 
81 Lenthall Road, EB. Tel. 254 3082. 
Print your own posters and 


T-shirts. Cost of materials 
only. Open by arrangement. 


COMET WORKSHOP 

Haleomb Street, W1. Tel. 729 0936 

Learn sewing, macranmw, toymaking, woodwork 
Creche available, toy library, Tea and coffee. 
Open every weekday, 


WORKSHOP 

via, Lauriston Road, E.9. 

Ol 986 9585 Open 10.00 - 
6.00 Mon. - Sat. 

Pottery workshop and 

shop selling ceramics 

and pottery handmade in 

the workshop. Also Mac- 

rame plant hangers, jewel- 
lery, cards and other crafts. 


Gays 


GAY SWITCHBOARD 
Tal. Ba? 7az4. 24 hour information and advice. 


EAST LONDON CHE (Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality) 
East London CHE welcomes 
For details phone John, 
$39 2331, 


GEMMA 
Gemma Group for Disabled Lesbians, including 


ay WOReENn and men, 
1110 or Kate, 


older women. Contact 8M Box 5700, London 
WCW XK... 
Transport 


HACKNEY PUBLIC TRANSPORT ACTION 
COMMITTEE 

Meets reguiarly to discuss how to improve public 
transport in Hackney. Contact Tony Jacobs, 

3 Hockley House, Morning Lane, E9, 

Tel. 986 2303. 


HACKNEY CYCLISTS ACTION GROUP 
Contact Tessa Bain, 10 


Kynaston Road, N.16. 254 4559 












Health 


CITY AND HACKNEY COMMUNITY HEALTH 
COUNCIL 

Shoreditch Health Centre, 210 Kingsland Road, E? 
Tel, 739 6308/6351. 

The public's voice in the NHS—provides advice, 
takes up your complaints and criticisms. Open 
meeting on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6.30om 
Publishes HEALTH IN HACKNEY: 2 comprehensive 
FREE guide to health facilities and services in the 
ares. 


HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN HACKNEY 

Advice, ideas, information. Trying to contact al! 
families in district with a handicapped child. 

Contact Ann Pordon, 48 Mount Pleasant Lane, E5. 
Tel. B08 6438. 

Volunteers needed at: Huddle- 
ston Centre, St James the 
Great Church, Lower Clapton 


Rd. E.5. O1 985 8869. 


THE BIRTH CENTRE 

188 Old Street, EC1. Tel, 251 4076 

Information, advice, lectures and seminars on birth at 
home and in hospital 

Open evening every Wednesday Bom. 25p. 


EAST LONDON WOMEN'S HEALTH GROUP 
c/o 116 Albion Drive, EB. 


STOKE MEWINGTON HEALTH GROUP 

Local people interested in a1] matters 
concerned with health. Contact Alan Clarke, 
® Kynaston Road, ¥.16. 254 3277. 


COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDAT LOW 
1BB Old Street, EC]. 251 40/76. 


WOMEN'S NATIONAL CANCER 
CONTROL CAMPAIGN 


Hackney & District branch. 
Meets at John Scott Health 
Centre, Green Lanes, N4. 
Contact Rose McNulty 800 3108 
(evenings) or Hilda Burd 

800 2124 (anytime). 


Children 


HACKNEY UNDER FIVES 
136 Kingsland High Street, E8. 


Information and support for 
parents with children under 
school age. Stores open on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Open monthly meetings on 3rd 
Tuesday of each month. 

Tel 254 9145. 


HACKNEY PLAY ASSOCIATION 

136 aa High Street, £6. 

Tal, 254 S745. 

Information, advice and help to people 
organising play facilrties for children, Contact 
Lilian McFetridge 


CHILD-CARE BULLETIN COLLECTIVE 
112b Forest Road ES, 

Publishes bulletins and pamphlets about child 
care and related topics. Collective is open to 
anyone interested. Contact 7276 0817 or 754 
2227 for details of next meeting—with creche. 


Food 


TOWARDS JUPITER 

191 Mare Street EB. 985 5394 

Wholefood shop also siling books and crafts. 
FOOD FOR ALL 

3 Cazenove Road, N16, Tel, 806 4138, 
Wholefood shop, alto selling books and crafts, 


SHANTI VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 
] Cazenove Road, N.16 


Vegetarian meals. 

Wed, Thurs and Fri 7.00-9.00pm. 
Satl2.00-2.00pm. 

Full vegetarian meal 65p. 


Vegetarian cookery classes: 
Wed 5.30pm andSat 10. 30am. 


Music 


POETRY AND MUSIC CLUB 

The Chatterbox, la, Chat-~ 
terton Rd, (off Blackstock 
Rd.) Finsbury Park, N.4. 
Weds. 8.00 - 11.00 p.m. 


All welcome. 20p admission. 
Performers free, 


ISLINGTON & HACKNEY MUSIC WORKSHOP 
Sing-sang third Thursday every month, Bom. Free, 


Ring Dave 249 0025. 


HOME GROWN MUSIC 

Chats Palace every Thursday 
at 8.00pm. 50p admission. 
Floor singers should contact 
John Lockhart on 986 6714, 


HACKNEY CHESS CLUB 

Weds. 7.30pm = 10. 30pm 

Fri. 7.30pm - 10.00pm 
Centerprise Daily 

Tues. - Sat. 

For any information contact 
T.Wilson, 135, Manor Road, 
N.16 5PB. 
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BYE TO THE 70s 


In the first half of a special article reviewing the last decade KEN WORPOLE looks at Hackney in the 1970s as it was 


reported in the pages of HPP and its predecessors amongst the alternative press in Hackney. 


The first alternative or 
"community" paper to set up 
shop in Hackney was the 

"Stoke Newington People’s 
Paper". The first edition 

came out in August 1970 run- 
ning the headline story: "In 
Hackney 22,000 families are 
waiting for a house, but the 
Tory council have cut build- 
ing from 2,000 to 400 a year’. 
Tory council? Yes, Hackney's 
Tory council. If 1968 meant 
revolutionary optimism in an 
international context, in 
Hackney it produced the first 
Conservative council in Hack- 
ney since the mid-thirties, 
and no likelihood since of a 
return. The other main art- 
icle, apart from the lead 
story on the terrible hous- 
ing situation, was a guide 

to people's rights with regard 
to the police. For a big issue 
then was the number of young 
people, particularly young 
black people, who were being 
given a hard time by tne 

local police. 

By the time the second 
edition of the SNPP was out, 
another, more scurrilous, 
broadsheet was on the street, 
"Hackney's Pros and Cons". 
This was produced by a smal] 
group of entrists into the 
Labour party who had managed 
to find their way out. When 
they had left the Labour 
party, they had managed to 
smuggle out some particularly 
ripe gossip about certain . 
Labour councillors, and in 
the second edition of the 
paper, by describing one of 
the councillors as “the best 
money can buy", secured for 
themselves the first libel 
action of the decade. The 
case against them was handled 
by Mr Stanley Clinton-Davis 
MP. The other main story in 
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HPP February 1974 


that edition named two local 
police officers with a nasty 
habit of "fitting up" certain 


young people on "Sus" charges. 


"Hackney Pros and Cons" never 
appeared again. 

In the spring 1971 edition 
of the SNPP the main article 
concerned the death of 
Stephen McCarthy, a young 
Islington teenager who died 
as a result of head injuries 
received whilst being arres- 
ted by the police; his head 


had been banged against a bus — 


shelter. No prosecutions ever 
resulted from that case. The 
paper warned its readers of 
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One Prisoner Less - HPP April 1974. 


difficult times ahead with 

the Tories back in power with 
a vicious Industrial Relat- 
ions Act on the books as 

well as a new Immigration 
Bill, the one which brought 
back into our vocabulary 
"natrials" and “non-patrials", 
or "When did you last see 
your grandfather?”. 

In the same edition the 
SNPP reported that Jeff 
Crawford, a well-known black 
activist,had been shot at as 
he was leaving a meeting in 
Stamford Hill. Bernadette 
Devlin spoke to a large 
audience at the King's Hall 
Baths, organised by the Hack- 
ney Federation of Tenants. 
It was announced that the 
Chest Clinics at the Metro- 
politan and St Leonard's 
Hospitals were to close. 


DO-GOODERY 

In June 1971, the SNPP 
barely noticed the opening 
the month previous of the 
Centerprise bookshop at 34 
Dalston Lane. Another ex- 
ample of petit bourgeois 
de-goodery. More interest- 
ing was the publication of 
“Stepney Words" and the 
sacking of teacher Chris 
Searle, which received more 
attention as did the appear- 
ance of "Hackney Miscarriage , 
a tasteless magazine produced 
for local school students, 
elated by a wave of school 
strikes in the borough. 

The September issue of 
SNPP ran a large feature 
on the poor conditions at 
the Mothers' Hospital in 
Clapton which started a 
long campaign for improve- 
ments, still going on today. 
It also ran a story about a 
man who had hanged himself in 
Stoke Newington police stat- 
ion and felt that at least a 
case of negligence ought to 
be examined. 

In June 1972, some time 
after the disappearance of 
the SNPP, a new paper announ- 
ced itself: “Hackney Action’. 
The relatively new Hackney 
branch of the Workers’ 
Educational Association 
announced a course on "The 
Housing Finance Act" as part 
of a partisan programme of 
local adult education. There 
was a long article on the 
Kwame Nkrumah Supplementary 
School which was a black con- 
sciousness school for local 
schoolchildren run on Satur- 
days. Local black militant, 
Tony Soares, wrote from pri- 
son thanking people associat- 
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ed with “Hackney Action” for 
their support in his case. 
He had been imprisoned for 
inciting readers of "Grass 
Roots to contravene the Fire- 
arms Act and the Explosive 
Substances Act of 1883. What 
had happened was that "Grass 
Roots" had simply reproduced 
a plitical document of the 
American Black Panthers. It 
later transpired that the 
person who lodged the com- 
plaint against Tony Soares 
which resulted in the court 
charges was none other than 
the Community Relations 
Officer of Hackney, using 
the legal services of Mr 
Stanley Clinton-Davis MP. 

The July edition of “Hack- 
ney Action" ran a story on 
the "Beeches Home" scandal 
which had received national 
press coverage. "Beeches" was 
a children's home in Suffolk 
where more than one child 
had died through lack of 
care and it was the death of 
a Hackney child which had 
precipitated the national 
demand for an investigation. 

In October 1972, “Hackney 
Action" reported the publica- 
tion of a small book of 
poems by a young West Indian, 
Vivian Usherwood. The collect- 
jon had been published by 
Centerprise and in the next 
few years it was to make 
Vivian one of the bestselling 
poets of the decade. The same 
issue described the activit- 
ies of the Hackney Trades 


‘Council Action Committee, 


whose members were organis- 
ing an all-out campaign 
against the Industrial Relat- 
ions Act and the Immigration 
Act, and who had already been 
active on the picket lines at 
Midland Cold Storage, where 
five dockers had been arrested 


and imprisoned at Pentonville. | 


In January 1973, the now 
solid Labour council faced 
a major test of principle: to 
agree or not to agree to im- 
plement the Tory Housing Fin- 
ance Act. They agreed. In 
March 1973, the Hackney WEA 
anounced a course on “Popular 
Music". George Melly was the 
guest speaker at the first 
meeting on March 20 and spoke 
to an absolutely packed aud- 
jence at "The Swan" in Kings- 
land Road on the music of 
Bessi Smith. The March 
edition of 'Hackney Action" 
moted the formation of a new 
pressure group of facilities 
for preschool age children, 
the Hackney Under Fives 
Committee. 


Printed and published by Hackney People’s Press, c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, London E8. 
Telephone 01-249 0311 (evenings and weekends only. ) 
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Between March and May in 
1973, “Hackney Action", to- 
gether with the “Hackney 
Gutter Press", copies of 
which seem unavailable, merged 
to form the more durable "Hack- 
ney People's Press". One of 
the stories in the first edit- 
ion of HPP took to pieces an 
incident in Hackney which the 
"Evening Standard" headlined: 
“Mob Storms Police Station”. 
The "Standard" and also the 
"Hackney Gazette" (which 
really ought to be given the 
credit for stimulating all 
alternative papers in Hack- 
ney) had painted a picture 
of a "mob of screaming teen- 
agers, girls amongst them, 
stormed an East London pol- 
ice station trying to free 
a man police were question- 
ing". What had happened was 
that eight fruends of a 
young man arrested by the 
police followed him to the 
police station and waited 
outside. The police had been 
argumentative and a small 
fracas had broken out. Not 
the Bastille, not the Winter 
Palace, but simply 'Dalston 
Police Station on a quiet 
summer evening. 


CELEBRITY 


In July 1973, “Hackney 
People's Press" contained a 
long interview with May Hobbs, 
who had recently won a succ- 
essful struggle to organise 
women office cleaners into 
the TGWU. May Hobbs had be- 
come a national celebrity in 
many ways as an example of 
the effects of the spread of 
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women's liberation ideas. 
Later on in the year she 
wrote her autobiography, 
"Born To Struggle:", the story 
of her life mainly based in 
Hoxton. The Hackney WEA ann- 
ounced a new project, a 
"Music Workshop", which even- 
tually became the now well- 
known "Hackney and Islington 
Music Workshop”. 

For some time in the early 
1970s a housing struggle had 
been going on in the area to 
the east of Queensbridge Road, 
the Mapledene Estate. Local 
residents, having seen the. 
disaster of the Holly Street 
development stuck their heels 
in and opposed Hackney Coun- 
cil redevelopment plans. In 
August 1973, the HPP announ- 
ced a victory for the Maple- 
dene Residents Association 
and the area stayed as ter- 
raced housing. 

In February 1974, HPP ran 
a story about a group of 
women who were planning to 
set up in Hackney a Women's 
Aid centre, for battered 
wives. This was the time 
of a power workers’ strike 
and Christopher Murphy, the 
Tory Parliamentary candid- 
ate for Bethnal Green and 
Bow, wrote to the Hackney 
Gazette about the exemplary 
behaviour of one of his pros- 
pective constituents: "As 
there is a certain reluctance 
on the behalf of many to com- 
prehend the phrase ‘in the 
national interest’, I would 
like to mention the actions 
of one senior citizen. When 
the Government asked everyone 
to be economical in their use , 
of electricity, she cut her 
heating and lighting by half. 
Sitting wrapped in a blanket 
became the order of the day 
and light bulbs were removed 
to avoid temptation. Perhaps 
her action might be an object 
lesson for more selfish attit- 
udes which are currently in 
vogue". Presumably, Mr Mur- 
phy followed her example, 
and with the national inter- 
est still at issue, he may 
well still be sitting there, 
light bulbs removed to avoid 
temptation. 

to be continued next month 
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contact us. And if you don't think that 
you can spare the time to become more 
fully involved, but you enjoy reading 
HPP and think more people should read 
it, then please get in touch if you are 
willing to sell a few copies to your 
friends or neighbours or at meetings. 


| Subscribe! 
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@ Take out a subscription to HPP 1 
and guarantee regular delivery! | 
Just send a cheque/PO for £2.20 a 

i for one year's subscription to { 
Hackney People's Press, c/o 136 4 

I Kingsland High Street, E8. fi 
j Please make cheques payable to : 
HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS. ; 
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